Death Inquiry Is Reopened in LSD Case 
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By JOSEPH B. TREASTER I tel #tth Mr. Olson formally : ist’s widow, Altec, he had seen 
A man believed to be an i identified the body, but appar-lher lusband "goii.j; «t a full 


employe of the Central Intel- 


ently omitted “four big thirds" . run toward the winder.* 


ligence Agency concealed major [when he was asked about ih*i He saw Mr. Olson go through 
facts from the Manhattan Med-^death. . jjj e c osed window and a drawn 


ical Examiner’s office in gn in- 
terview about a biochemist who 
plummeted to his death from a 
"hotel window here 22 years 
ago, the authorities said yes- 
terday. 

The biochemist, Frank R. 
Olson, a 43-year-dd civilian re- 
searcher, had reportedly par- 
ticipated unwittingly in an 
agency experiment with the 
drug LSD. The acting Chief 


Members of the Olson family j shadf . he reportedly told her. 1 
say that they believe Mr. Lash-! The run toward the window 


brook worked for the C.I.A. 
|Th* agency has refused to 
confirm or deny their belief, 
and Mr. Lgshbrook’s where- 
abouts are hot known. 

Dr. Di Maio, who personally 
handled the case 22 years ago 
as an Assistant Medical Exam- 
iner but left the interview to 


would have been “characteristic i 
of a nan on LSD," Dr. Di Maio| 
said, and the record indicates 
that Mr. Lashbrook made no 
mention of the run. 

Eqialiy important, Dr. Di- 
Maio said, “He didn’t tell us 
the nan was under psychiatric 
treat nent, and he didn’t give us 
the i.ame of the physician." 

‘Ii other words,” Dr. Di 


Max Katzman, a now-retired 
Medical Examiner, Dominick Dil sten °S ra Pher, said that records | 

Maio, said that as a result of i irrdieated Mr. Lashbrook “nev-jMaio said, ‘ 'we knew absolutely 
recent disclosures about the ! er mentioned the man had .nothing.” 
death, he was reopening thej ta ken LSD.” j Dr DiMaio said that it was! 

case, which was closed in 1953; Furthermore, the doctor said, jrouthe in cases of fatal falls!, 
without a definite ruling. jnewspaper reports have dis- ■ f or tie Medical Examiner's Of-! 

Dr. Di Maio said that Rob-| c * ose< * Mr. Lashbrook told jf ice o inquire about a victim's l[ 
ert Lashbrook, who shared! the P 0,ice investigating the >n- [rnental health, and whether, belt 

room 1018A in the Statler Ho- lc '^ €nt ^ at * 3een awa k-;had ben under treatment. He 1 

— ^ lened by the crash of glass and; said that he felt certain Mr j[ 

: *!.(. this toll- kr k k m:mbkr FOR . found Mr. Olsen's bed empty, ' |i 
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_ . _ _ „ , r „, ■, work to say that “everything 

Continued From Page 1, Col. 3, was al , ri?h *„ and that he was 

asked not resigning. But the next day 
j after work he said that he was 


been 


Lashbrook had 

these questions. 'leaving Wednesday to be ex- 

Referring to all of the omis-j amjned by a pS y C hiatrist in 
sions. Dr. DiMaio said, He iNew York, she said, 
should have given that mfor- j M rs otson said that her hus- 
m at ion to us — if not under | bari d had not previously been 
questioning, then voluntarily. j treated by a psychiatrist. 

Besides a brief description of j After three sessions with Dr. 
Mr. Olson — his age, marital j H ar oId Abramson, one of the 
status, occupation — the onlyj first Americans to study the 
itaTement recorded as having j effects of LSD on people, Mr. 
eOme from Mr. Lashbrook in.Qlson was determined to be 

.•or L'J *■ n ]cr\n 


the <;rug, Mrs. Olson said. 

Liia Olson Woodward, the 
29-y iar-old married daughter 
of Mr. Olson, said that she was 
told that shortly after her 
father’s death Mr. Lashbrook 
and another man who the fam- 
ily believes worked for the 
C.I.A., Sidney Gottlieb, “dis- 
appe ared from the scene and 
iwert never seen again.” 


.J to him is that Mr. Olson 
1 been depressed for some 

fulfil* telephone interview yes- 
gsfisy afternoon, Mrs. Olson 
Challenged that assessment by 

t Lashbrook. She said that 
husband had not exhibited 
signs of depression until 
after a week-long conference 
it a mountain retreat where, 
she was later told, he had been 
surreptitiously administered 
LSD, as had three or four other 
colleagues who had worked in 
the Special Operations section 
at Fort Detrick, Md. Fort Det- 
rick was then the United States 
Army’s headquarters for bio- 
logical warfare. 

Over the weekend following 
that conference — Nov. 21 and 
22, 1953 — Mrs. Olson said that 
her husband “sat and brooded," 

seeme-* to be a ‘‘totally differ- j After publication of the re-! 
ent person” and said that ne _ Qrt> Mrs. oison said that her] 
was going to resign as asaiat -i children had been told by Col.' 
ant chief of the Special [Opera- viQCent Ruwe tt. Mr. Olson’s su- ! 
lions Section, which, she » aid 'iberio r at the Army post and ai 


suffering “severe psychosis and 
delusions” and was to be placed ( 
in a private sanitarium, accord- j 
mg to a report by Detective' 
Tames W. Ward. 

Mr. Ward retired from the 
New York police force several 
years ago and is now dead. 

Mr. Olson died in the early 
morning hours after his last, 
meeting with Dr. Abramson. 

Mrs. Olson said that she had 
I been informed her husband 
“jumped or fell” from the wind- 
ow and did not begin to learn 
.details until last month. Then, 
[the Rockefeller commission dis- 
closed that C.I.A. files showed 
that a suicide had occurred dur- 
ing a 10-year agency program 
of administering LSD to unsus- 
pected subjects to learn its af- 
fects. 

Children WereTtold 




was “known as a cloak and 
dagger division." 

Said He Wasn’t Resigning 
, OwMonday, Nov. 23„she said. 
>V. Oison telephoned from 


-perior at the Army post and an 
old family friend, that their 
father had been one of those 
given LSD without his knowl- 
, ledge. Colonel Ruwet added that. 
\%t. too., had unwittingly taken 



